LECTURE II,

ON  INDIVIDUALISM.

IN our previous Lecture we made a classification of
the chief philosophical tendencies of the present
age. The principle on which we proceeded in this
classification was somewhat of the following nature.
First of all, let it be kept in mind that philosophy
can be described as the science of the first principles
or foundations of truth. Then the different ten-
dencies in philosophy will evidently be designated
by an enumeration of the various theories which
men are proposing as to the ultimate test for the
validity of their knowledge. A careful analysis,
therefore, of the different philosophical methods
now in vogue, gives us, as we showed, four generic
principles, which have been assumed by different
parties as the ultimate appeal for the certitude of
what they esteem as truth.

The first of these appeals we noticed was that
which is made to the senses, as furnishing us with
a body of plain, palpable, and positive facts; upon
which (as it is supposed by many), and out of which,
the whole superstructure of our knowledge must